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ENCODING DATA IN A DISPERSED
STORAGE NETWORK

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED PATENTS

The present U.S. Utility Patent Application claims priority
pursuant to 35 U.S.C. §120 as a continuation of U.S. Utility
application Ser. No. 14/021,098, entitled “COMPUTING
SYSTEM UTILIZING DISPERSED STORAGE,” filed Sep.
9, 2013, now U.S. Pat. No. 8,977,801, issued on Mar. 10,
2015, which is a continuation of U.S. Utility application Ser.
No. 12/755,181, entitled “COMPUTING SYSTEM UTILIZ-
ING DISPERSED STORAGE,” filed Apr. 6, 2010, now U.S.
Pat. No. 8,533,424, issued on Sep. 10, 2013, which claims
priority pursuant to 35 U.S.C. §119(e) to U.S. Provisional
Application No. 61/230,304, entitled “COMPUTING SYS-
TEM UTILIZING DISPERSED STORAGE”, filed Jul. 31,
2009, all of which are hereby incorporated herein by refer-
ence in their entirety and made part of the present U.S. Utility
patent application for all purposes.

STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY
SPONSORED RESEARCH OR DEVELOPMENT

Not Applicable

INCORPORATION-BY-REFERENCE OF
MATERIAL SUBMITTED ON A COMPACT DISC

Not Applicable
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Technical Field of the Invention

This invention relates generally to computing systems and
more particularly to data storage solutions within such com-
puting systems.

2. Description of Related Art

Computing systems are known to communicate, process,
and store data. Such computing systems range from wireless
smart phones to data centers that support millions of web
searches, stock trades, or on-line purchases every day. Com-
puting processing is known to manipulate data from one form
into another. For instance, raw picture data from an image
sensor may be compressed and/or manipulated in accordance
with a picture compression standard to produce a standard-
ized compressed picture that can be saved or shared with
others.

With continued advances in computing processing speed
and communication speed, computers manipulate real time
media from voice to streaming high definition video. As such,
general-purpose information appliances are replacing pur-
pose-built communications devices (e.g., a telephone). For
example, smart phones can support telephony communica-
tions but they are also capable of text messaging and access-
ing the internet to perform functions including email, web
browsing, remote applications access, and media communi-
cations (e.g., telephony voice, image transfer, music files,
video files, real time video streaming. etc.).

Each type of computing system is constructed, and hence
operates, in accordance with one or more communication,
processing, and storage standards. As a result of standardiza-
tion and with advances in technology, more and more infor-
mation content is being converted into digital formats. For
example, more digital cameras are now being sold than film
cameras, thus producing more digital pictures. As another
example, web-based programming is becoming an alternative
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2

to over the air television broadcasts and/or cable broadcasts.
As further examples, papers, books, video entertainment,
home video, etc., are now being stored digitally, which
increases the demand on the storage function of computing
systems.

A typical computer storage function includes one or more
memory devices aligned with the needs of the various opera-
tional aspects of the computer system’s processing and com-
munication functions. Generally, the immediacy of access
dictates what type of memory device is used. For example,
random access memory (RAM) memory can be accessed in
any random order with a constant response time, thus it is
typically used for cache memory and main memory. By con-
trast, memory device technologies that require physical
movement such as magnetic disks, tapes, and optical discs,
have a variable response time as the physical movement can
take longer than the data transfer, thus are typically used for
secondary memory (e.g., hard drive, backup memory, etc.).

Computer system storage standards include, but are not
limited to, network file system (NFS), flash file system (FFS),
disk file system (DFS), small computer system interface
(SCSI), internet small computer system interface (iSCSI), file
transfer protocol (FTP), and web-based distributed authoring
and versioning (WebDAV). Such standards specify the data
storage format (e.g., files, data objects, data blocks, directo-
ries, etc.) and interface between the computer system’s pro-
cessing function and the memory devices. Typically a
memory controller provides the interface function between
the processing function and the memory devices and will
have to change as new storage systems are developed.

Despite the standardization of the computer system and its
memory, memory devices fail; especially commercial grade
memory devices that utilize technologies incorporating
physical movement (e.g., a disc drive). For example, it is
fairly common for a disc drive to routinely suffer from bit
level corruption and to completely fail after three years of use.
One solution is to utilize a higher-grade disc drive, which
adds significant cost to the computing system.

Another solution is to utilize multiple levels of redundant
disc drives to replicate the data into two or more copies. One
such redundant drive approach is called redundant array of
independent discs (RAID). In a RAID device, a RAID con-
troller adds parity data to the original data before storing it
across the array. The parity data is calculated from the original
data such that the failure of one or more discs will not result
in the loss of the original data. For example, RAID 5 uses
three discs to protect data from the failure of a single disc. The
parity data, and associated redundancy overhead data,
reduces the storage capacity of three independent discs by
one third (e.g., n—1=capacity). RAID 6 can recover from a
loss of two discs and requires a minimum of four discs with a
storage capacity of n-2.

While RAID addresses the memory device failure issue, it
is not without its own failure issues that affect its effective-
ness, efficiency and security. For instance, as more discs are
added to the array, the probability of a disc failure increases,
which increases the demand for maintenance. For example,
when a disc fails, it needs to be manually replaced before
another disc fails and the data stored in the RAID device is
lost. To reduce the risk of data loss, data on a RAID device is
typically copied on to one or more other RAID devices. While
this addresses the loss of data issue, it raises a security issue
since multiple copies of data are available, which increases
the chances of unauthorized access. Further, as the amount of
data being stored grows, the overhead of RAID devices
becomes a non-trivial efficiency issue.
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Therefore, a need exists for a data storage solution that
provides more reliable storage of data, minimizes adverse
affects of multiple memory elements failures, provides
improved security, is adaptable to a wide variety of storage
system standards, and/or is compatible with computing and
communications systems.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWING(S)

FIG. 1 is a schematic block diagram of an embodiment of
a computing system in accordance with the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a schematic block diagram of an embodiment of
a computing core in accordance with the present invention;

FIG. 3 is a schematic block diagram of an embodiment of
a dispersed storage processing module in accordance with the
present invention;

FIG. 4 is a schematic block diagram of another embodi-
ment of a dispersed storage processing unit in accordance
with the present invention;

FIG. 5 is a schematic block diagram of another embodi-
ment of a dispersed storage processing unit in accordance
with the present invention;

FIG. 6 is a schematic block diagram of an embodiment of
a grid module in accordance with the present invention;

FIG. 7 is a diagram of an example embodiment of error
coded data slice creation in accordance with the present
invention;

FIG. 8 is a schematic block diagram of an embodiment of
a memory mapping in accordance with the present invention;

FIG. 9 is a schematic block diagram of an embodiment of
a memory controller in accordance with the present inven-
tion;

FIG. 10 is a logic diagram of an embodiment of a method
for data handling in accordance with the present invention;

FIG. 11 is a schematic block diagram of another embodi-
ment of a memory controller in accordance with the present
invention;

FIG. 12 is a schematic block diagram of another embodi-
ment of a memory controller in accordance with the present
invention;

FIGS. 13A-B are schematic block diagrams of another
embodiment of a computing core in accordance with the
present invention;

FIG. 13C is a diagram illustrating blocks of a data segment
in accordance with the present invention;

FIG. 13D is a diagram illustrating an example of encoding
a data segment to produce encoded data in accordance with
the present invention;

FIG. 13K is a diagram illustrating an example of an encod-
ing matrix in accordance with the present invention;

FIG. 13F is a diagram illustrating an example of encoding
a data segment to produce a complete set of encoded data
slices in accordance with the present invention;

FIG. 13G is alogic diagram of an embodiment of a method
for encoding a data segment in accordance the present inven-
tion;

FIG. 14 is a logic diagram of another embodiment of a
method for data handling in accordance with the present
invention;

FIG. 15 is a schematic block diagram of another embodi-
ment of a memory mapping in accordance with the present
invention;

FIG. 16 is a schematic block diagram of another embodi-
ment of a memory mapping in accordance with the present
invention;
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FIG. 17A is a schematic block diagram of an embodiment
of'a basic input/output system (BIOS) in accordance with the
present invention;

FIG.17B is a logic diagram of an embodiment of a method
for BIOS alerting in accordance with the present invention;

FIG.17C is a logic diagram of an embodiment of a method
for detecting a computing system basic input/output system
(BIOS) issue in accordance with the present invention;

FIG. 18 is a schematic block diagram of another embodi-
ment of a memory mapping in accordance with the present
invention;

FIG. 19 is a schematic block diagram of another embodi-
ment of a memory mapping in accordance with the present
invention;

FIG. 20 is a schematic block diagram of an embodiment of
a memory system in accordance with the present invention;

FIG. 21 is a schematic block diagram of another embodi-
ment of a memory system in accordance with the present
invention;

FIG. 22 is a state diagram of an example embodiment of a
memory system in accordance with the present invention;

FIG. 23 is a state diagram of another example embodiment
of'a memory system in accordance with the present invention;

FIG. 24A is a schematic block diagram of another embodi-
ment of a memory mapping in accordance with the present
invention;

FIG. 24B is a schematic block diagram of another embodi-
ment of a memory system in accordance with the present
invention;

FIG. 24C is a logic diagram of an embodiment of a method
for updating user device content in accordance with the
present invention; and

FIG. 25 is a schematic block diagram of another embodi-
ment of a memory system in accordance with the present
invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

FIG. 1 is a schematic block diagram of an embodiment of
a computing system that includes user devices 10-14, a
memory system 16, a database 18, a server 20, a local area
network (LAN) 22, a router 24, and a modem 26. Each of the
user devices 10-14 may be a portable device or a fixed device.
For example, a portable device may be a cell phone, a smart
phone, a personal digital assistant, a digital music player, a
digital video player, a laptop computer, a handheld computer,
avideo game controller, and/or any other portable computing
equipment. A fixed device may be a personal computer, a
computer server, a cable set-top box, a satellite receiver, a
television set, a printer, a fax machine, home entertainment
equipment, a video game console, and/or any type ofhome or
office computing equipment.

Each of the user device 10-14 includes a computing core
34, 42, 50, non-core memory 32, 40, 48, and an interface 38,
46, 54 to communicate with the LAN 22. The interface 38, 46,
54 accommodates one or more storage system standards such
that the user device 10-14 can utilize a storage standard native
to its operating system and/or the DSN protocol. The non-
core memory 32, 40, 48 is memory outside of the computing
core 34, 42, 50 but closely associated with the computing core
34, 42, 50. For example, non-core memory 32, 40, 48 may
include a hard disk drive, an external FLASH memory, and an
external DSN memory. The computing core 34, 42, 50 may
include the processing module, a core memory (main
memory) 36, 44, 52, and the memory controller as will be
described in greater detail with reference to FIG. 2.
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In addition, each of the memory system 16, the database
18, the server 20, the router 24, and the modem 26 may be a
portable device or a fixed device or may be a functional
module within another unit that is a portable device or a fixed
device. For example, the server 20 may be a computer server
and the memory system 16 may be a functional module oper-
ating on the server 20. In another example, the server 20 may
be a functional module operating on one of the user devices
10-14.

The LAN 22 may be a wire line and/or wireless commu-
nication system or system of systems that provide communi-
cations capability between the user devices 10-14, the
memory system 16, the database 18, the server 20, and the
router 24. The system of systems may be a combination of
private intranets and/or the public internet systems.

The modem 26, which may be a wire line or wireless
modem, provides coupling between the LAN 22 and another
network, which may be a wire line and/or wireless wide area
network (WAN) communication system or system of systems
that provide communications capability between the other
network and the LAN 22. In an example, the modem 26
accesses the other network via an optical sub-network. In
another example, the modem 26 accesses the other network
via a 4G Long Term Evolution (LTE) wireless network.

The router 24 interfaces the LAN 22 with the other network
such that data is forwarded from the other network to the LAN
22 and from the LAN 22 to the other network. The router 24
may be a wire line and/or wireless capable to communicate
with the other devices sharing the LAN 22.

The database 18 may include one or more storage devices
to centralize storage of data. The data may include a data file,
data blocks, a real time data stream, and/or any other type of
digital information. For example, the database 18 has an
access protocol that mimics a conventional file system inter-
face (e.g., file system (NFS), flash file system (FFS), disk file
system (DFS), small computer system interface (SCSI), inter-
net small computer system interface (iSCSI), file transfer
protocol (FTP), web-based distributed authoring and version-
ing (WebDAV), etc.). As another example, the database 18
may utilize a dispersed storage network (DSN) protocol as
will be described with reference to one or more of FIGS. 3-8.

The server 20 includes an interface 28 and a computing
core 30. The interface 28 provides communication with the
LAN 22 and accommodates one or more storage system
standards such that the server 20 can utilize a storage standard
native to its operating system and/or the DSN protocol. The
server 20 facilitates storage and retrieval of data files, system
programs, and/or user applications requested by the user
device 10-14. Note that the data files, system programs, and/
oruser applications are stored in a dispersed fashion amongst
one or more of the user devices 10-14, the memory system 16,
the database 18, the server 20, the router 24, the modem 26,
and/or another network via the modem 26. The method of
storing and retrieval of data files, system programs, and/or
user applications will be discussed in greater detail with ref-
erence to one or more of FIGS. 2-25.

The memory system 16 may include one or more storage
devices and a computing core to facilitate the storage of data.
The data may include a data file, data blocks, a real time data
stream, and/or any other type of digital information. For
example, the memory system 16 may include an access pro-
tocol that mimics a conventional file system interface and
may be any one or more of network file system (NFS), flash
file system (FFS), disk file system (DFS), small computer
system interface (SCSI), internet small computer system
interface (iISCSI), file transfer protocol (FTP), and web-based
distributed authoring and versioning (WebDAV). As another
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example, the memory system 16 may utilize a dispersed stor-
age network (DSN) protocol as will be described in greater
detail with reference to FIGS. 3-8.

In an example of data storage, a computing core of a user
device 10-14 generates sets of error coded (EC) data slices
from the data using an error coding dispersal function (e.g.,
forward error correction, erasure code, IDA, Reed-Solomon,
convolutional coding, Trellis coding, Turbo coding, etc.). For
example, the computing core may generate the EC data slices
by dividing the data (or data object) into Y data segments,
error code each of the Y data segments, and slice an encoded
data segment into X (e.g., # of pillars) EC data slices; thus
creating XY total error coded data slices from the data, or data
object. The number of pillars X per data segment is based on
the error coding dispersal function and the size of a data
segment may be a fixed size (e.g., 1 MB), may be a variable
size to achieve a fixed number of data segments (e.g., Y=size
of'data/# of segments), or may be a variable size for a varying
number of segments.

After generating the EC slices for a data segment, the
computing core 34, 42, or 50 determines where to store them.
For example, the computing core may determine to store the
EC data slices in core memory, in non-core memory, in the
memory system 16, in the database 18, and/or on the network
viathe router 24 and the modem 26. As a specific example, the
computing core may determine to store the EC data slices in
memory devices of the core memory, in memory devices of
the non-core memory, in memory devices of the memory
system, in memory devices of the database, or in memory
devices of the network. As another specific example, the
computing core may determine to store the EC data slices
across the various memories. For instance, one or more EC
data slices may be stored in core memory, one or more EC
data slices may be stored in non-core memory, one or more
slices in the memory system, one or more slices in the data-
base, and one or more slices on network memory. Such a
determination may be based on one or more of a resiliency
goal, a performance goal, a cost goal, a memory utilization
metric, a predetermined pattern, a user driven pattern, a pri-
oritization algorithm, a data object type to DSN level map-
ping, and/or any other factor regarding effectiveness and/or
performance of data storage.

Having determined where to store the EC data slices of a
data segment, the computing core addresses X memory
devices of the targeted memory for storing the EC data slices.
In this manner, each EC data slice of a data segment is stored
on a different memory device, which allows for multiple
memory devices (e.g., X-T, where T is the read threshold for
the error coding dispersal function) to fail and the data seg-
ment to still be accurately recovered. The computing core 34,
42, 50 saves the storage locations of the EC data slices in a
table to facilitate subsequent retrieval of the data segment.

In an example of data retrieval, a computing core 34,42, 50
of a user device 10-14 determines where the desired EC data
slices are stored using the table of storage locations. Having
identified the memory devices storing the EC data slices, the
computing core 34, 42, or 50 addresses the memory devices
(e.g., core memory, non-core memory, memory system, the
database, LAN storage, WAN storage) to retrieve the EC data
slices. Once the computing core 34, 42, or 50 has received a
read threshold number of EC data slices, it decodes them in
accordance with the error coding dispersal function to recap-
ture the original data segment.

As another example of operation, the computing core 34,
42, 50 may move EC data slices between the layers of
memory hierarchy of the computer system (e.g., core
memory, local non-core memory and non-local non-core
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memory such as the memory system, the database, and the
network memory). For instance, the computing core may
move EC data slices from the core memory to the local
non-core memory or to the non-local non-core memory as
may be required while executing one or more user and/or
system applications.

FIG. 2 is a schematic block diagram of an embodiment of
a computing core 56 that includes one or more ofa processing
module 58, a memory controller 60, a video processing unit
62, a main memory 64 (e.g., core memory), an input output
(IO) controller 66, an input output (TO) interface 68, an input
device interface module 69, an output device interface mod-
ule 70, a read only memory basic input output system (ROM
BIOS) 72, a peripheral component interconnect (PCI) inter-
face 74, a peripheral interface(s) 76, and a plurality of inter-
faces 80-82. The memory controller 60 includes a dispersed
storage (DS) processing module 94.

The processing module 58 may be a single processing
device or a plurality of processing devices. Such a processing
device may be a microprocessor, micro-controller, digital
signal processor, microcomputer, central processing unit,
field programmable gate array, programmable logic device,
state machine, logic circuitry, analog circuitry, digital cir-
cuitry, and/or any device that manipulates signals (analog
and/or digital) based on hard coding of the circuitry and/or
operational instructions. The processing module may have an
associated memory and/or memory element, which may be a
single memory device, a plurality of memory devices, and/or
embedded circuitry of the processing module. Such a
memory device may be a read-only memory, random access
memory, volatile memory, non-volatile memory, static
memory, dynamic memory, flash memory, cache memory,
and/or any device that stores digital information. Note that if
the processing module includes more than one processing
device, the processing devices may be centrally located (e.g.,
directly coupled together via a wired and/or wireless bus
structure) or may be distributedly located (e.g., cloud com-
puting via indirect coupling via a local area network and/or a
wide area network). Further note that when the processing
module implements one or more of its functions via a state
machine, analog circuitry, digital circuitry, and/or logic cir-
cuitry, the memory and/or memory element storing the cor-
responding operational instructions may be embedded
within, or external to, the circuitry comprising the state
machine, analog circuitry, digital circuitry, and/or logic cir-
cuitry. Still further note that, the memory element stores, and
the processing module executes, hard coded and/or opera-
tional instructions corresponding to at least some of the steps
and/or functions illustrated in FIGS. 1-25. In general, the
processing module 58 coordinates a majority of the tasks
(e.g., execute one or more operation instructions of an algo-
rithm, perform an interrupt, perform a co-processing func-
tion, process data, store data to memory, read data from
memory, etc.) performed by the computing core 56.

The IO controller 66 provides access to the memory con-
troller 60 for typically slower devices via the 10 interface 68
and/or the peripheral component interface 74. The peripheral
component interface 74 is coupled to one or more peripheral
interfaces 76 and a plurality of memory interfaces 80 and 82.
The IO interface 68 is coupled to one or more input device
interfaces 69, one or more output device interfaces 70, and a
ROM BIOS module 72. Each of the interfaces 69, 70, 76, 80,
and 82 includes hardware and/or software to support the
electrical, functional, and/or mechanical coupling of the cor-
responding component to the computing core 56. For
example, the input device interface 69 couples an input device
(e.g., mouse, keyboard, microphone, etc.) to the computing
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core; the output device interface 70 couples an output device
(e.g., monitor, printer, speaker, etc.) to the computer core; and
the peripheral interface 76 couples a peripheral component 78
(e.g., digital image sensor, a sound card, a USB memory, a
hard disk controller, a TV tuner, and/or any other computer
peripheral) to the computing core.

The memory interfaces 80 and 82 couple memory devices
(e.g., non-core 84-90, LAN and/or WAN memory 92) to the
computing core. For example, one of the memory interfaces
82 may couple a local area network (LAN) and/or wide area
network (WAN) memory device 92 to the computing core in
accordance with a NFS standard, DSN protocol, and/or other
standardized protocol. The memory interface 80 may couple
anon-core flash memory to the computing core in accordance
with a flash file system (FFS) standard, a DSN protocol,
and/or other standardized protocol. A hard drive may inter-
face with the interface utilizing a disk file system (DFS). One
of'the memory interfaces 82 may couple a non-core hard drive
to the computing core in accordance with NFS, FFS, DFS,
DSN and/or other standardized protocol. The DSN protocol
will be described in greater detail with reference to one or
more of FIGS. 3-25.

Each of the memories (e.g., the main memory 64, the ROM
BIOS 72, the non-core flash memory 84, the non-core hard
drive 86-90, and the LAN and/or WAN memory 92) may
include a plurality of separately addressable memory devices.
Each of the separately addressable memory devices may store
one or more error coded (EC) data slices of data. For example,
if a data object is divided into 10 data segments and each data
segment is error encoded and sliced into 8 EC data slices, then
afirst memory device will store the first EC slices of each data
segment, a second memory device will store the second EC
data slices of each data segment, and so on.

At the start-up or rebooting of the device incorporating the
computing core, the processing module 58 retrieves, and sub-
sequently executes, a basic input output system (BIOS) pro-
gram (e.g., instructions to initialize and test at least some of
the hardware and/or software elements of the computing core
56 and/or the device) from the ROM BIOS 72 and/or other
memory location. For example, all of the BIOS executable
instructions may be stored in the ROM BIOS 72 as a plurality
of EC data slices. In this example, the DS processing module
94 of the memory controller 60 decodes the EC data slices in
accordance with an error coding dispersal function to retrieve
the BIOS program. Alternatively, the processing module 58
may include a DS processing function to decode the EC data
slices.

In another example, the BIOS program is encoded as a
plurality of EC data slices, where some of the slices are stored
in the ROM BIOS 72 and the remaining slices are stored in the
LAN and/or WAN memory 92. In this instance, the DS pro-
cessing module 94 retrieves the slices and reconstructs the
instructions of the BIOS program therefrom. In another
example, the BIOS program is encoded as a plurality of EC
data slices, which are stored in the LAN and/or WAN memory
92. In this instance, the ROM BIOS 72 may store pointer
information regarding the LAN and/or WAN memory 92
storing the BIOS program. As yet another example, the ROM
BIOS 72 may store the instructions, or a sub-set of instruc-
tions, of the BIOS program in a raw format (e.g., non-en-
coded). The ROM BIOS 72 and access thereof will be dis-
cussed in greater detail with reference to one or more of FIGS.
9,11-13, and 15-16.

Once the BIOS program is executed or during its execu-
tion, the processing module 58 and/or the memory controller
60 retrieves an operating system (OS) and the processing
module 58 executes instructions of the OS. For example, the
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memory controller 60 retrieves instructions of the operating
system (OS) from non-core memory 84-90 and/or the LAN-
WAN memory 92 and stores the instructions in main memory
64. The OS may be stored in non-core memory 84-90 and/or
LAN-WAN memory 92 in a raw format and/or in an error
coding dispersal function format (i.e., as EC data slices). If
the OS is stored as EC data slices, the DS processing module
94 decodes them prior to providing them to the processing
module 58.

When the OS is operational, the processing module 58, via
the memory controller 60, may retrieve user applications
(e.g., work processing, database, spreadsheet, drawing, web
browser, etc.) and/or system applications from the non-core
memory 84-90 and/or the LAN-WAN memory 92. The user
and/or system applications may be stored in non-core
memory 84-90 and/or LAN-WAN memory 92 in araw format
and/or in an error coding dispersal function format (i.e., as EC
data slices). If the user and/or system applications are stored
as EC data slices, the DS processing module 94 decodes them
prior to providing them to the processing module 58.

As the processing module 56 is executing a user applica-
tion and/or system application, it may requiring the reading
and/or writing of data to the memory of the device (e.g., main
memory, non-core memory 84-90, and/or LAN-WAN
memory 92). For writing of data, the memory controller 60
creates EC data slice (in pillars) of the data and disperses them
for storage across main memory 64, non-core memory 84-90,
and/or LAN and/or WAN memory 92. For reading of data, the
memory controller 60 addresses the memory devices storing
the EC data slices of the requested data. When a threshold
number of the EC data slices are received for a given data
segment, the DS processing module 94 reconstructs the data
segment from the received EC data slices.

As another example, the memory controller 60 may store
and retrieve data in the main memory in a raw format for use
by the processing module 56. When the data in main memory
is to be written to non-core memory, the DS processing mod-
ule encodes the data and disperses the EC data slices to the
non-core memory. The method of retrieving user application
executable instructions will be discussed in greater detail with
reference to FIGS. 18-19.

FIG. 3 is a schematic block diagram of an embodiment of
a dispersed storage (DS) processing module 94 of memory
controller 60. The DS processing module 94 includes a gate-
way module 98, an access module 100, a grid module 102, a
storage module 104, and may further include a bypass/feed-
back path (not shown) from the storage module to the access
module. The DS processing module 94 may also include an
interface 96 and a DS interface 106.

In an example of storing data, the gateway module 98 of the
DS processing module 94 receives an incoming data object
108 (e.g., a data file, a data block, an EC data slice, etc.),
authenticates the component associated with the data object,
obtains component information of the authenticated user, and
assigns a source name to the data object in accordance with
the component information. To authenticate a component, the
gateway module 98 verifies a component 1D (e.g., ID of the
processing module, main memory, non-core memory, and/or
the LAN-WAN memory). If the ID is verified, the gateway
module 98 retrieves the component information, which
includes a vault identifier, operational parameters, and com-
ponent attributes. A vault identifier identifies a vault, which is
a virtual memory space that maps to a set of memory devices
(e.g., the main memory, the non-core memory, and/or the
LAN-WAN memory). For example, a first vault may include
eight non-core memory devices (X=8 wide) and a second
vault may include sixteen LAN-WAN memory devices

20

40

45

10

(X=16 wide). The operational parameters may include an
error coding algorithm, the width n (number of pillars X or
slices per segment for this vault), a read threshold T, an
encryption algorithm, a slicing parameter, a compression
algorithm, an integrity check method, caching settings, par-
allelism settings, and/or other parameters that may be used to
access the DSN memory layer.

The gateway module 98 determines the source name to
associate with the data object based on the vault identifier and
the data object. For example, the source name may contain a
data name (block number or a file number), the vault genera-
tion number, a reserved field, and a vault identifier. The data
name may be randomly assigned but is associated with the
user data object.

The gateway module 98 may utilize the bypass/feedback
path to transfer an incoming EC data slice from one memory
device to another when the DS processing module 94 deter-
mines that the EC data should be transferred without decod-
ing. For example, EC data slices may be transferred from
main memory to non-core memory and/or to WAN-LAN
memory without decoding in accordance with the error cod-
ing dispersal function.

The access module 100 receives the data object and creates
a series of data segments 1 throughY therefrom. The number
of segments Y may be chosen or random based on a selected
segment size and the size of the data object. For example, if
the number of segments is chosen to be a fixed number, then
the size of the segments varies as a function of the size of the
data object. For instance, if the data object is an image file of
4,194,304 eight bit bytes (e.g., 33,554,432 bits) and the num-
ber of segments Y=131,072, then each segment is 256 bits or
32 bytes. As another example, if segment size is fixed, then
the number of segments Y varies based on the size of data
object. For instance, if the data object is an image file of
4,194,304 bytes and the fixed size of each segment is 4,096
bytes, the then number of segments Y=1,024. Note that each
segment is associated with the source name.

The grid module 102, as will be discussed in greater detail
with reference to FIG. 6, may pre-manipulate (e.g., compres-
sion, encryption, cyclic redundancy check (CRC), etc.) the
data segment before creating X error coded data slices for
each data segment. The grid module 102 creates XY error
coded data slices for the Y data segments of the data object
and adds forward error correction bits to the data segment bits
in accordance with an error coding algorithm (e.g., Reed-
Solomon, Convolution encoding, Trellis encoding, etc.) to
produce an encoded data segment. The grid module 102
determines the slice name and attaches the unique slice name
to each EC data slice.

The number of pillars, or slices X per data segment (e.g.,
X=16) is chosen as a function of the error coding objectives.
The DS processing module may utilize different error coding
parameters for EC data slices based on guidance from one or
more of vault parameters (e.g., a read threshold), a command
from the processing module, priority of the EC dataslice, type
of data in the EC data slice, and/or retrieval speed require-
ments. Note that a read threshold T (e.g., T=10) of the error
coding algorithm is the minimum number of error-free error
coded data slices required to be able to reconstruct a data
segment. For instance, the DS processing module 94 can
compensate for X-T (e.g., 16-10=6) missing, out-of-date,
and/or corrupted error coded data slices per data segment.

The grid module 102 receives each data segment 1-Y and,
for each data segment, generates X number of error coded
(EC) slices using an error coding dispersal function. The grid
module 102 also determines the memory devices for storing
the EC data slices based on a dispersed storage memory
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mapping associated with the memory device(s), associated
with the component’s vault, and/or memory device attributes,
which include availability, self-selection, performance his-
tory, link speed, link latency, ownership, available DSN
memory, domain, cost, a prioritization scheme, a centralized
selection message from another source, a lookup table, data
ownership, and/or any other factor to optimize the operation
of the computing system. In this embodiment, the grid mod-
ule 102 is designating main memory 64 for storing EC data
slices of pillar 1, non-core memory device 84 for storing EC
data slices of pillar 2, non-core memory 86 for storing EC data
slices of pillar 3, and so on.

The storage module 104 may perform integrity checks on
the EC data slices and then transmit the EC data slices 1
through X of each segment 1 through Y to the designated
memory devices. The DS storage module 94 may store the EC
data slices and locally keep a table to convert virtual DSN
addresses into physical storage addresses. Note that the num-
ber of targeted memory devices is equal to or greater than the
number of pillars (slices X per segment) so that no more than
one error coded data slice of the same data segment is stored
on the same memory device. Further note that EC data slices
of the same pillar number but of different segments (e.g., EC
data slice 1 of data segment 1 and EC data slice 1 of data
segment 2) may be stored on the same or different memory
devices.

In an example of a read operation, the DS processing mod-
ule 94 receives a read request, which it authenticates. When
the request is authentic, the DS processing 94 sends a read
message to each of the memory devices (e.g., main memory
and the non-core memories) storing slices of the data object
being read. The slices are received by the storage module 104,
which performs a parity check and provides the slices to the
grid module 102. The grid module 102 de-slices and decodes
the slices of a data segment to reconstruct the data segment.
The access module 100 reconstructs the data object from the
data segments and the gateway module 98 formats the data
object for transmission to the processing module, peripheral
device, I/O device, or other targeted component of the com-
puter system.

FIG. 4 is a schematic block diagram of an embodiment of
adispersed storage (DS) processing module 94 similar to that
of FIG. 3. In this embodiment, the EC data slices are stored
and retrieved from a plurality of non-core memory devices.

FIG. 5 is a schematic block diagram of an embodiment of
adispersed storage (DS) processing module 94 similar to that
of FIG. 3. In this embodiment, the EC data slices are stored
and retrieved from a plurality of memory devices of the main
memory.

FIG. 6 is a schematic block diagram of an embodiment of
a grid module 110 that includes a control unit 112, a pre-data
manipulator 114, an encoder 116, a slicer 118, a post-data
manipulator 120, a pre-data de-manipulator 122, a decoder
124, a de-slicer 126, and a post-data de-manipulator 128.
Note that the control unit 112 may be partially or completely
external to the grid module 110. For example, the control unit
112 may be part of the computing core, part of a user device,
or in a system manager.

The control unit 112 may assist and/or control the other
elements of the grid module 110 to determine operational
parameters that may include the types of pre-data and post-
data manipulation/de-manipulation are to be applied to an
incoming/outgoing data segments 130, if any, the type of
error encoding/decoding to apply to the (encoded) data seg-
ments 132, and the slicing/de-slicing function. In addition,
the control unit 112 may further create and maintain a dis-
tributed storage memory mapping, status of the various
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memory device, performance history of the memory devices,
capability of the memory devices, prioritization information
for memory device usage, and rebuilding criteria (e.g., when
to rebuild, when to gather integrity information, etc.). The
controlunit 112 may determine the operational parameters by
combining parameters of the associated vault with other
parameters, which will be discussed below.

In an example of operation, the pre-data manipulator 114
receives the data segment 130 and a write instruction from an
authorized device (e.g., the processing module) or is gener-
ated by the memory controller. The control unit 112 or gate-
way module may assist the pre-data manipulator 114 to deter-
mine the vault for this data segment 130. When enabled, the
pre-data manipulator 114 determines if pre-manipulation of
the data segment 130 is required, and if so, what type of
pre-manipulation. The determination may be based on one or
more factors including a computing system-wide predetermi-
nation, a table lookup, vault parameters associated with the
user identification, the type of data, security requirements,
available DSN memory, performance requirements, and/or
other metadata.

The pre-data manipulator 114 manipulates the data seg-
ment in accordance with the manipulation determination,
which includes one or more of compression (e.g., Lempel-
Ziv-Welch, Huffman, Golomb, fractal, wavelet, etc.), signa-
tures (e.g., Digital Signature Algorithm (DSA), Elliptic
Curve DSA, Secure Hash Algorithm, etc.), watermarking,
tagging, encryption (e.g., Data Encryption Standard,
Advanced Encryption Standard, etc.), adding metadata (e.g.,
time/date stamping, user information, file type, etc.), cyclic
redundancy check (e.g., CRC32), and/or other manipulations
to enhance the value of the data segment 104. Note that the
pre-data de-manipulator 122 performs the complementary
functions of the pre-data manipulator 114 when data is
retrieved from the memory devices. Note that the pre-data
manipulator 114 and pre-data de-manipulator 122 are
bypassed when data is recovered and reconstructed in the
rebuild path.

The encoder 116 receives the data segment 130 from the
pre-data manipulator 114 and encodes the data segment using
an error coding function (e.g., FEC, Reed-Solomon, etc.) to
produce the encoded data segment 132. The encoder 116
determines what type of encoding algorithm to use based on
factors including predetermination in the vault for the data
segment 130, a time based algorithm, user directed, DS man-
aging unit directed, as a function of the data type, as a function
of the data segment metadata, and/or any other factor to
determine algorithm type. The encoder may utilize a different
encoding algorithm for each data segment, the same encoding
algorithm for all data segments, or some other combination.
The encoder may determine the encoding algorithm type to
be one of Golay, Multidimensional parity, Reed-Solomon,
Hamming, Bose Ray Chauduri Hocquenghem (BCH),
Cauchy-Reed-Solomon, or any other FEC encoder. Note that
the encoded data segment 132 is of greater size than the data
segment 130 by the overhead rate of the encoding algorithm.
For instance, the encoded data segment is d(X/T), where d is
size of the data segment, X is the width n or number of slices,
and T is the threshold or minimum number of received slices
to enable recreation of the data segment.

The corresponding decoding process performed by
decoder 124 can accurately recover the data segment pro-
vided it receives T or more slices. For example, if X=16 and
T=10, then the data segment 130 will be recoverable even if 6
EC data slices per segment are corrupted or missing. Note that
the decoder 124 performs the complementary functions ofthe
encoder 116 when data is retrieved from the DSN memory.
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The slicer 118 receives the encoded data segment 132 and
transforms it into EC data slices in accordance with the slicing
parameter from the vault for this requesting component and/
or data segment. For example, data segments are packed one
for one into a data slice. In this instance, it is possible to
correct many data slices with this method if the error patterns
are substantially manifested as individual bit errors. In
another example, entire slices may be lost and hence entire
data segments may not be recoverable. In another embodi-
ment, a data segment is dispersed across many data slices
(e.g., X wide pillars) to lessen the impact on a given data
segment when an entire data slice is lost. Less data per seg-
ment is lost, when a data slice is lost, as the data segment is
dispersed across more slices. The slicing is discussed in
greater detail with reference to FIG. 5. Note that the de-slicer
126 performs the complementary functions of the slicer 118
when data is retrieved from the DSN memory.

The post-data manipulator 120 receives EC data slices and
determines if post-manipulation of the EC data slices is
required, and if so, what type of post-manipulation. The deter-
mination may be driven by one or more factors including a
computing system-wide predetermination, parameters in the
vault for this user, a table lookup, the user identification, the
type of data, security requirements, available DSN memory,
performance requirements, and/or other metadata. The post-
data manipulator manipulates the EC data slice in accordance
with the manipulation determination. The manipulation may
include one or more of slice level compression, signatures,
encryption, CRC, addressing, watermarking, tagging, adding
metadata, and/or other manipulation to improve the effective-
ness of the computing system. The post-data manipulator
passes the resulting EC data slices, with the attached slice
name, to the storage module for storage in the DSN memory.
Note that the post-data de-manipulator 126 performs the
complementary functions of the post-data manipulator 120
when data is retrieved from the memory devices.

In an example of operation, the grid module 110 performs
a rebuilder operation to repair a particular data segment that
has known missing, out-dated, and/or corrupted EC data
slices. When one or more slices of a data segment are to be
rebuilt, the grid module retrieves at least T EC data slices
(e.g., T=read threshold) of slices of the data segment that do
not have a data inconsistency. In addition, the grid module
may retrieve vault parameters based on a vault identifier con-
tained in the slice name, wherein the vault parameters include
information regarding the type of post-data manipulation, the
slicing/de-slicing function, and the encoding/decoding func-
tion. Based on these parameters, the retrieved slices are post-
data de-manipulated, de-sliced, and decoded to produce a
reconstructed data segment. The reconstructed data segment
is then encoded, sliced, and post-data manipulated to produce
a plurality of rebuilt data slices that are sent to the memory
devices for storage.

FIG. 7 is a diagram of an example embodiment of error
coded data slice creation where the slicer creates four EC data
slices from a thirty-two bit encoded data segment. The slicer
disperses the bits from the encoded data segment across the
EC data slices wrapping around from the last slice to the first
slice over and over (i.e., interleaves the bits among the slices).
Each EC data slice, for this data segment, is stored on a
different DS storage unit. In this example, encoded data seg-
ment bits 0, 4, 8, 12, 16, 20, 24, and 28 form EC data slice 1;
encoded data segment bits 1,5, 9,13, 17, 25, and 29 form EC
data slice 2; encoded data segment bits 2, 6, 10, 14, 18, 22, 26,
and 30 form EC data slice 3; and encoded data segment bits 3,
7,11, 15, 19, 23, 27, and 31 form EC data slice 4. In a 4/3
system (a width of 4 pillars and a read threshold of 3), one EC
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data slice can be lost and the data segment can still be accu-
rately recovered. Note that more slices produce a larger dis-
tance between consecutive encoded data segment bits of a
slice, which improves the error resiliency.

FIG. 8 is a schematic block diagram of an embodiment of
a computer system’s a memory map that includes a kernel
block, a user block, and an unused block. The blocks may be
associated with physical memory addresses or the blocks may
be associated with virtual memory where the physical
memory may be fragmented within a first memory type (e.g.,
core memory) or overflow to a second memory type (e.g.,
non-core memory). The kernel block is an area of memory
exclusive to the operating system (OS). The user block is
typically used to store applications (e.g., instructions and/or
data of an application). The unused block is spare memory in
an instantaneous sense as it may be used for future expansion
of' more applications and for other uses on a temporary basis
(e.g., data caching).

In this example, the memory is divided into a four pillar
DSN (dispersed storage network) memory set, where first EC
data slices of data segments are stored in pillar 1, second EC
data slices of the data segments are stored in pillar 2, and so
on. Alternatively, a data object may be stored as raw data (i.e.,
not dispersed error coded) in one to all four of the pillars. Each
pillar may be the same memory type (e.g., all main memory),
or the pillars may include different memory types (e.g., one
core, a second non-core, a third LAN memory, and a fourth
WAN memory). Note that a computing system may include
one or more DSN memory sets and each may have a different
number of pillars. For example, the kernel may utilize a first
DSN memory set and the applications may utilize a second
DSN memory set. As such, the operating system may be
stored as a series of EC data slices and/or as raw data in the
kernel section; software drivers may be stored as a series of
EC data slices and/or raw data in the kernel section or in the
user section; applications may be stored as a series of EC data
slices and/or raw data in the user section; and the API may be
stored as a series of EC data slices and/or as raw data in the
kernel section and/or the user section.

FIG. 9 is a schematic block diagram of another embodi-
ment of the computing core coupled to one or more non-core
memories 164 and/or to one or more LAN/WAN memories
166. The computing core includes one or more processing
modules 156-158, main memory 162, a memory controller
134, a video processing unit 160, a plurality of ROM, an TO
controller 172, and TO interface, 170, and a DS memory
interface module 168. The memory controller 134 includes a
memory processor unit 136, an instruction cache 138, a data
cache 140, a memory interface 144, a buffer 142, an input/
request unit 146, an output unit 148, multiplexers 152-154,
and the DS processing module 150.

The main memory 162 includes a plurality of random
access memory (RAM) and may store data in a raw format
(e.g., not EC data slices) or in an error coding dispersal format
(e.g., as EC data slices). The data stored in main memory 162
may be BIOS instructions, OS instructions, application
instructions, application configuration data, and/or applica-
tion operational data.

The plurality of ROM stores at least a portion of the BIOS
program. The instructions of the BIOS program may be
stored in the raw format (e.g., not EC data slices) or in the
error coding dispersal format.

The non-core memory 164, and LAN/WAN memory 166
may connect to the memory controller 134 via the 10 con-
troller 172 and IO interface 170. The LAN/WAN memory 166
may interface with the 10 interface 170 via a dispersed stor-
age (DS) memory interface module 168. The non-core
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memory 164, and LAN/WAN memory 166 may store data
information in the raw format (e.g., not EC data slices) or in
the error coding dispersal format.

In general, the memory controller 134 fetches executable
instructions for one or more processing modules 156-158,
transfers data between the components of the computing sys-
tem (e.g., the processing module, the peripheral devices, the
video processing unit 160, the main memory 162, the ROM,
the non-core memory 164, and the LAN/WAN memory 166),
and facilitates reading and writing of data in memory. As part
of the fetching of instructions and as part of the reading and
writing of data, the memory controller 134 determines
whether the instructions and/or data is:

is encoded in accordance with an error coding dispersal

function and is to be decoded;

is encoded in accordance with the error coding dispersal

function and is to remain encoded;

is encoded in accordance with the error coding dispersal

function and is to be encoded in accordance with a
different error coding dispersal function;

is in the raw data format and to be encoded in accordance

with the error coding dispersal function; and/or

is in the raw data format and to remain in the raw data

format.

In an example of operation, the processing module 156-
158 sends a request to fetch BIOS instructions to the input/
request unit 146. The memory processor unit 136 determines
where the BIOS instructions are located by accessing a DSN
datato physical memory lookup table. The memory processor
unit 136 issues a command to the output unit 148 to send read
commands to the ROM to retrieve EC data slices. The input/
request unit 146 receives EC data slices from the ROM and
sends them to the DS processing module 150 via the memory
interface 144. The memory processor unit 136 temporarily
holds the EC data slices in one or more of the data cache 140
or buffer 142 if the DS processing module 150 is not available
to receive the EC data slices. When the DS processing module
150 is available, it receives the EC data slices and converts
them into raw BIOS instructions and sends the BIOS instruc-
tions to the output unit 148 via the buffer 142.

The memory processor unit 136 directs the output unit 148
to output the raw BIOS executable instructions for storage in
one or more of the main memory 162, the non-core memory
164, and/or the LAN/WAN memory 166. Once the BIOS
instructions are stored, the memory controller unit 134
fetches them and transfers them to the processing module
156-158. Alternatively, the raw BIOS instructions may be
directly outputted to the processing module 156-158.

In another example of operation, the processing module
156-158 instructs the memory controller 134 to save an appli-
cation data result. The memory processor unit 136 determines
where to store the application data result and in what format
by based on information in the memory map. The memory
processor unit 136 then issues a command to the output unit
148 to send read commands to the main memory 162 to
retrieve application data result. The input/request unit 146
receives the application data result from the main memory
162 and sends it to the DS processing module 150 via the
memory interface 144 when it is to be error encoded. The
memory processor unit 136 temporarily stores the application
data result in the buffer until DS processing module 150 is
available to convert the application data result into EC data
slices.

The memory processor unit 136 then directs the output unit
148 to store the EC data slices from the buffer 142 in one or
more of the main memory 162, the non-core memory 164,
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and/or the LAN/WAN memory 166 based on the DSN data to
physical memory lookup table.

In another example of operation, the processing module
156-158 sends a request to transfer a data object (in EC data
slices in the DSN) from one DSN memory to another. The
memory processor unit 136 determines where the data object
EC slices are located by accessing the DSN data to physical
memory lookup table. The memory processor unit 136 issues
a command to the output unit 148 to send read commands to
the WAN memory 166. The input/request unit 146 receives
EC data slices from the WAN memory 166 and sends them to
the DS processing module 150 via the memory interface 144.
The DS processing module 150 converts the EC data slices
into destination EC data slices using another error coding
dispersal function and sends the destination EC data slices to
the output unit 148 via the buffer 142.

The memory processor unit 136 directs the output unit 148
to store the destination EC data slices from the buffer 142 in
one or more of the main memory 162, the non-core memory
164, and/or the LAN/WAN memory 166 based on the DSN
data to physical memory lookup table.

In another example, the input/request unit 146 receives the
memory access request and forwards it to the memory pro-
cessor unit. The memory processor unit interprets the
memory access requests to determine whether an error coding
dispersal function is to be applied to a data segment to pro-
duce an error coded processed data segment (e.g., encode and
slice a data segment to produce EC data slices), the error
coding dispersal function is to be applied to an error coded
processed data segment to reconstruct the data segment (e.g.,
de-slice and decode EC data slices to produce the data seg-
ment), the error coding dispersal function is not to be applied
to the data segment (e.g., transferring a data segment in a
non-distributed format), or if the error coding dispersal func-
tion is not to be applied to the error coded processed data
segment (e.g., transferring EC data slices). The determination
may be based on one or more of but not limited to information
in the memory access request, an object ID, a filename, a
virtual memory address, a user ID, the process 1D, a vault ID,
a vault lookup, a predetermination, a list, a command, and/or
a message.

The memory processor unit determines a destination of the
data segment or of the error coded processed data segment,
wherein the destination is one of the distributed storage pro-
cessing module, the memory interface, the temporary
memory, and the output unit. The determination may be based
on one or more of but not limited to information in the
memory access request, a virtual memory addresses to physi-
cal memory address table lookup, an object ID, a filename, a
virtual memory address, a user ID, the process 1D, a vault ID,
a vault lookup, a predetermination, a list, a command, and/or
a message.

The memory processor unit generates a data routing signal
based on the interpreting of the memory access request (e.g.,
how to route). The input/request unit forwards the data seg-
ment or the error coded processed data segment associated
with the memory access request to the destination in accor-
dance with the data routing signal.

In another example, the memory controller 134 includes
the DS processing module 150 and a memory control pro-
cessing module. The memory control processing module may
include one or more of the multiplexers 152-154, the input/
request unit 146, the memory processor unit 136, the memory
interface 144, the instruction cache 138, the data cache 140,
the buffer 142, and/or the output unit 148.

In an example of operation, the memory control processing
module receives a memory access request regarding a data
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segment. The DS processing module may interpret the
memory access request to determine vault information facili-
tates storage of the vault information. The vault information
may include one or more of but not limited to a virtual
memory address to distributed physical address table, an
object ID, a filename, the user 1D, a vault ID, and/or opera-
tional parameters (e.g., pillar width, read threshold, write
threshold, encoding method, slicing method, etc.).

The example continues, in a write scenario, with the
memory control processing module receiving a write com-
mand of the data segment as the memory access request. In a
read scenario, the memory control processing module
receives a read command of the data segment as the memory
access request. Note that the data segment may be stored in a
memory of the computing system as EC data slices and/or in
a non-distributed fashion (e.g., not as EC data slices). The
memory control processing module interprets the memory
access request to determine whether an error coding dispersal
function of the data segment is applicable. In other words, the
memory control processing module determines if the data
segment is stored as EC data slices.

The memory control processing module converts a virtual
memory address of the data segment to a non-distributed
physical address when the error coding dispersal function is
not applicable. In other words, the memory control process-
ing module determines physical memory addresses when the
data segment is not stored as EC data slices. In a write sce-
nario, the memory control processing module interprets the
write command to determine that the data segment is to be
stored as a plurality of data slices in accordance with the error
coding dispersal function. In a read scenario, the memory
control processing module interprets the read command to
determine that the data segment is stored as the plurality of
data slices in accordance with the error coding dispersal func-
tion. In the read scenario, the memory control processing
module addresses a plurality of memories to retrieve the
plurality of data slices to send to the distributed storage pro-
cessing module.

The example continues with the memory control process-
ing module sending the memory access request to the distrib-
uted storage processing module when the memory control
processing module determines that the error coding dispersal
function is applicable. In other words, the memory control
processing module activates the DS processing module when
the data segment is stored as EC data slices. The distributed
storage processing module converts the virtual memory
address of the data segment to a plurality of distributed physi-
cal addresses when the error coding dispersal function is
applicable. For instance, the distributed storage processing
module determines physical memory addresses where the EC
data slices are stored where the determination may be based
on one or more of but not limited to the virtual memory
address to distributed physical address table, a table lookup,
information in the memory access request, an object ID, a
filename, a virtual memory address, a user ID, a process ID, a
vault 1D, a vault lookup, a predetermination, a list, a com-
mand, and/or a message.

The example continues with the distributed storage pro-
cessing module performing the error coding dispersal func-
tion on the data segment to produce an error coded processed
data segment. In a write scenario, the distributed storage
processing module performs the error coding dispersal func-
tion on the data segment to produce the plurality of data slices
as the error coded processed data segment in accordance with
operational parameters (e.g., pillar width, read threshold,
encoding method, slicing method, etc.). In a read scenario, the
distributed storage processing module performs the error
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coding dispersal function on the plurality of data slices to
produce a reconstructed data segment as the error coded
processed data segment in accordance with the operational
parameters.

The example continues with the distributed storage pro-
cessing modules sending the error coded processed data seg-
ment to the memory control processing module. In a write
scenario, the memory control processing module addresses a
plurality of memories to store the plurality of data slices. In a
read scenario, the memory control processing module may
send the reconstructed data segment to another module or unit
of'the computing system. Note that the method of the embodi-
ment discussed above may repeat for a plurality of data seg-
ments, wherein a data object comprises a plurality of data
segments.

FIG. 10 is a logic diagram of an embodiment of a method
for data handling where the memory controller transfers data
from one memory to another. The memory controller may
receive a retrieve and/or store request from the processing
module 174. The memory controller may determine a saved
file type based on vault parameters and the DSN data to
physical memory lookup table 176. The memory controller
may retrieve the raw format file or data object when the saved
file type is raw 178.

The memory controller may retrieve the EC data slices
format when the type is EC data slices 180. The memory
controller may decode the EC data slices into the raw format
data object 182.

The memory controller may determine a store file type
based on vault parameters and the DSN data to physical
memory lookup table 184. The store file type and store DSN
memory level may be different than the saved file type and
saved DSN memory level to realize a different set of resil-
iency and performance characteristics. For example, a dor-
mant file that is in WAN memory may be error coded and
dispersed to provide good protection. The dormant file may
be required to operate in main memory with more speed of
successive access steps. The memory controller may store the
raw format file or data object when the store file type is raw
186.

The memory controller may encode raw format data object
as EC data slices format when the store file type is EC data
slices 188. The memory controller may disperse the EC data
slices by storing the EC data slices in the DSN memory based
on the DSN data to physical memory lookup table 190.

In an embodiment, the memory controller includes an
interface for coupling to at least a memory device and a
processing module operably coupled to the interface. The
memory device may be implemented in a plurality of memory
layers where the memory layers may include the main
memory, a local non-core memory, a local area network
memory, and/or a wide area network memory. For example, a
first layer may include main memory associated with the
computing core, a second layer may include local non-core
memory such as a hard disk drive operably coupled to the
computing core, a third layer may include local area network
memory such as non-core memory operably coupled via a
local area network (e.g., a hard disk drive in another comput-
ing device in the same building), and a fourth layer may
include wide area network memory such as non-core memory
operably coupled via a wide area network (e.g., a hard disk
drive in another computing device that is not in the same
building). Note that any of the layers may be associated with
any memory type.

Inan example of operation, the processing module receives
a data segment memory transfer request from a first memory
layer to a second memory layer. The processing module may
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interpret a read request or interpret a write request based on
the data segment memory transfer request. For example, the
data segment memory transfer request may include a read
request from the main memory (e.g., the first memory layer)
and a write request to the local area network memory (e.g., the
second memory layer).

The processing module determines whether the data seg-
ment is stored within the first memory layer in accordance
with an error coding dispersal function. The determination
may be based on one or more of but not limited to information
in the data segment memory transfer request, an object ID, a
filename, a virtual memory address, a virtual memory address
to distributed physical address table, atable lookup, a user 1D,
aprocess 1D, a vault ID, a vault lookup, a predetermination, a
list, a command, and/or a message.

The processing module retrieves the data segment from the
first memory layer and determines whether to store the data
segment in accordance with a second error coding dispersal
function in the second memory layer when the processing
module determines that the data segment is not stored in
accordance with the error coding dispersal function (e.g.,
non-distributed). The determination may be based on one or
more of but not limited to information in the data segment
memory transfer request, an object ID, a filename, a virtual
memory address, a virtual memory address to distributed
physical address table, a table lookup, a user ID, a process 1D,
a vault ID, a vault lookup, a predetermination, a list, a com-
mand, and/or a message.

The processing module performs the second error coding
dispersal function on the data segment to produce a second
plurality of data slices and the processing module sends the
second plurality of data slices to the second memory layer
when the data segment is to be stored in accordance with the
second error coding dispersal function. The processing mod-
ule sends the data segment to the second memory layer when
the data segment is not to be stored in accordance with the
second error coding dispersal function (e.g., the non-distrib-
uted format data segment is transferred as a non-distributed
format data segment).

The processing module determines whether the data seg-
ment is to be stored in the second memory layer in accordance
with the error coding dispersal function when the processing
module determines that the data segment is stored (e.g., in the
first memory layer) in accordance with the error coding dis-
persal function. The processing module retrieves a plurality
of'data slices from the first memory layer, may utilize a buffer
to temporarily store the plurality of data slices, converts the
plurality of data slices into a reconstructed data segment, and
determines whether to store the reconstructed data segment in
accordance with the second error coding dispersal function in
the second memory layer when the processing module deter-
mines that the data segment is not to be stored in the second
memory layer in accordance with the error coding dispersal
function. The determination may be based on one or more of
but not limited to information in the data segment memory
transfer request, an object ID, a filename, a virtual memory
address, a virtual memory address to distributed physical
address table, a table lookup, a user ID, a process 1D, a vault
1D, a vault lookup, a predetermination, a list, a command,
and/or a message.

The processing module performs the second error coding
dispersal function on the reconstructed data segment to pro-
duce the second plurality of data slices and sends the second
plurality of data slices to the second memory layer when the
reconstructed data segment is to be stored in accordance with
the second error coding dispersal function. The processing
module facilitates forwarding of the plurality of data slices
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from the first memory layerto the second memory layer when
the processing module determines that the data segment is to
be stored in the second memory layer in accordance with the
error coding dispersal function. In other words, the process-
ing module transfers the slices directly from the first memory
layer to the second memory layer since they are both substan-
tially utilizing the same error coding dispersal function.

FIG. 11 is a schematic block diagram of another embodi-
ment of the computing core coupled to one or more non-core
memories 164 and/or to one or more LAN/WAN memories
166. The computing core includes one or more processing
modules 156-158, main memory 162, a memory controller
134, a video processing unit 160, a plurality of ROM, an TO
controller 172, and TO interface, 170, and a DS memory
interface module 168. The memory controller 134 includes a
memory processor unit 136, an instruction cache 138, a data
cache 140, a memory interface 144, a buffer 142, an input/
request unit 146, an output unit 148, multiplexers 152-154, a
main memory interface 192, and the DS processing module
150.

This embodiment of the computing system is similar in
construct and function as the computing system of FIG. 9,
except that the main memory 162 is coupled to the memory
controller 134 via the main memory interface 192, which is
coupled to the DS processing module 150. As such, the DS
processing module processes instructions and/or data written
to, or read from the main memory 162. As such, the instruc-
tions and/or data stored in the main memory are done so in an
error encoded manner (i.e., as EC data slices). When a pro-
cessing module requests an instruction or data from the main
memory via the memory controller, the DS processing mod-
ule 150 converts the EC data slices of the instruction or data
into a raw format of the instruction or data. Similarly, when
the processing module desires to store an instruction or data in
the main memory, the DS processing module 150 converts it
from the raw format into the error-coded format.

FIG. 12 is a schematic block diagram of another embodi-
ment of the computing core coupled to one or more non-core
memories 164 and/or to one or more LAN/WAN memories
166. The computing core includes one or more processing
modules 156-158, main memory 162, a memory controller
134, a video processing unit 160, a plurality of ROM, an 10
controller 172, and IO interface, 170, and a DS memory
interface module 168. The memory controller 134 includes a
memory processor unit 136, an instruction cache 138, a data
cache 140, a memory interface 144, a buffer 142, an input/
request unit 146, an output unit 148, multiplexers 152-154, a
main memory interface 192, and the DS processing module
150.

This embodiment of the computing system is similar in
construct and function as the computing system of FIG. 9,
except that the DS processing module 150 is coupled to the
input multiplexer 152 and the output multiplexer 154. In this
embodiment, instruction and data written to and read from the
main memory are done in a raw format and instructions and
data written to and read from the non-core memory and/or the
LAN/WAN memory is done in an error-coded format. As
such, instructions and/or data retrieved from the non-core
memory and/or the LAN/WAN memory is decoded into the
raw format prior to processing by the other elements of the
memory controller. In addition, instructions and/or data to be
written to the non-core memory and/or the LAN/WAN
memory is encoded into EC data slices by the DS processing
module after the other elements of the memory controller
have done their respective processing.

FIGS. 13A-B are a schematic block diagram of another
embodiment of a computing core 401 including the process-
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ing module 194, the video processing unit 196, the memory
controller 198, the main memory 200, the 10O controller 202,
the 10 interface 204, the peripheral component 206, the plu-
rality of ROMs, the PCI interface 208, a NAND Flash 210, a
hard drive 212, and the LAN and/or WAN DSN memory 214.
The video processing unit 196 may include a frame buffer 216
to temporarily store raw data format video data that may be
transferred to a video display peripheral component. The
processing module 194 may include registers 218, a .1 cache
220, and a [.2 cache 222 for temporarily storing raw data
format instructions or operational data.

The memory controller 198 perform memory mapping, EC
data encoding, EC data decoding, EC data slice routing, EC
data slice retrieval, EC data slice storage, raw data retrieval,
and/or raw data storage. In this capacity, the memory control-
ler 198 determines the file type format (e.g., raw data or EC
data slices) to utilize when storing the data object. The deter-
mination may be based on one or more of a predetermination,
a resiliency goal, a performance goal, a data object type, a
user affiliation, and/or any other factor to improve the effi-
ciency and/or performance of the computing core. For
example, speed of access may be the most important factor
when storing a raw format application in main memory to be
presently executed by the processing module 194. In another
example, the resiliency of never losing the completed results
data of an application may be more important than any other
factor when storing EC data slices format completed results
data in the WAN DSN memory 214.

The memory controller 198 coordinates the storage, read-
ing, and routing data in a raw format and/or in an error-coded
format (e.g., EC data slices). For example, data (e.g., one or
more of OS instructions, application instructions, active
application configuration data, active application results data,
and/or any other data files required for fast computing core
operation) conveyed between the memory controller and the
main memory 200 may be in the raw format and/or in the
error-coded format. As another example, data conveyed
between the memory controller and the processing module
194 is the raw format. As yet another example, data conveyed
between the memory controller and the video processing unit
196 is the raw format.

BIOS data conveyed between the memory controller 198
and the plurality of ROM is done in the error-coded format.
Data conveyed between the memory controller and the non-
core memory of the NAND flash 210, the hard drive 212,
and/or the LAN/WAN DSN memory 214 may in the raw
format and/or the error-coded format. Similarly, data con-
veyed between the memory controller and a peripheral com-
ponent may be in the raw format or in the error-coded format.

FIG. 13B illustrates another embodiment of the computing
core 401 of FIG. 13A that includes the memory controller
198, the main memory 200, and the video processing unit 196
of FIG. 13A. The main memory includes a decode threshold
level section 400 and a redundancy section 402. In another
example of operation, the computing core 401 receives digital
video as raw data 404 from the peripheral component 206
(e.g., when the peripheral component 206 is implemented
utilizing a digital surveillance camera), outputs a representa-
tion of the digital video as raw data 404 (e.g., to a local
security monitor), and encodes the digital video as raw data
404 to produce complete sets of encoded data slices 410 for
outputting to one or more of the NAND flash 210, the hard
drive 212, and the LAN and/or WAN DSN memory 214 for
storage.

As a specific example of the operation of a computing core
401, the memory controller 198 segments the digital video as
raw data 404 as data into a plurality of data segments (e.g.,
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two or more segments). Having segmented the data, the
memory controller 198, on a data segment by data segment
basis, performs a decode threshold level of dispersed storage
error encoding on a data segment of the plurality of data
segments to produce a set of decode threshold level encoded
data slices 406 (e.g., a decode threshold number of encoded
data slices for each data segment where the decode threshold
number is a minimum number of encoded data slices required
to reconstruct the data segment).

Having produced the set of decode threshold level encoded
data slices 406, the memory controller 198 caches the set of
decode threshold level encoded data slices 406 in the decode
threshold level section 400 of the main memory 200, where
for the plurality of data segments, a plurality of sets of decode
threshold level encoded data slices are created and cached. On
a set by set basis, the memory controller 198 performs a
redundancy level of dispersed storage error encoding based
on one of the plurality of sets of decode threshold level
encoded data slices 406 to produce a set of redundancy error
coded data slices 408, where a plurality of sets of redundancy
error coded data slices are created based on the plurality of
sets of decode threshold level encoded data slices. The
memory controller 198 may cache the plurality of sets of
redundancy error coded data slices in the redundancy section
402 of the main memory 200.

The memory controller 198 may perform the decode
threshold level of dispersed storage error encoding on the data
segment and perform the redundancy level of dispersed stor-
age error encoding asynchronously (e.g., to produce corre-
sponding slices within a similar time frame). The encoding of
each data segment to produce the set of decode threshold level
encoded data slices 406 and the set of redundancy error coded
data slices 408 is discussed in greater detail with reference to
FIGS. 13C-G.

Having produced the plurality of sets of decode threshold
level encoded data slices and the plurality of sets of redun-
dancy error coded data slices, the memory controller 198
outputs at least some of the plurality of sets of decode thresh-
old level encoded data slices and at least a corresponding
some of the plurality of sets of redundancy error coded data
slices. As a specific example, the memory controller 198
dispersed storage error decodes the at least some of the plu-
rality of sets of decode threshold level encoded data slices 406
to produce at least some of the plurality of data segments as
data segments of digital video as raw data 412. Having pro-
duced the data segments of digital video, the memory con-
troller 198 outputs the at least some of the plurality of data
segments to the video processing unit 196 as a video graphics
processing module. The video processing unit 196 aggregates
data segments of digital video to reproduce at least a portion
of'the digital video as raw data 404 for output (e.g., to the local
security monitor).

As another specific example, the memory controller 198
correlates the at least some of the plurality of sets of decode
threshold level encoded data slices 406 with the at least a
corresponding some of the plurality of sets of redundancy
error coded data slices 408 to produce at least some of a
plurality of complete sets of encoded data slices 410. Having
produced the plurality of complete sets of encoded data slices
410, the memory controller 198 outputs the at least some of a
plurality of complete sets of encoded data slices 410 to a set
of memory devices for storage (e.g., to one or more of the
NAND flash 210, the hard drive 212, and the LAN and/or
WAN DSN memory 214).

FIG. 13C is a diagram illustrating blocks of a data segment
that includes a series of blocks D1-DM, where each block
includes a corresponding portion of data segment 1. For
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example, the memory controller 198 divides the data segment
1 into M equal portions to form the blocks D1-DM when a
fixed number of portions is required. As another example, the
memory controller 198 divides the data segment 1 into as
many portions as required when a fixed data portion size is
required.

FIG. 13D is a diagram illustrating an example of encoding
a data segment to produce encoded data. The encoding of the
data segment includes arranging data blocks of the data seg-
ment into a data matrix and performing and encoding func-
tion on the data matrix to produce an encoded data matrix (C)
as the encoded data. The encoding function includes matrix
multiplication of an encoding matrix (E) and the data matrix
(D1-M) to produce the encoded data matrix (C) in accor-
dance with a coding scheme.

In an example of a Reed Solomon encoding function, the
matrix multiplication is utilized to encode the data matrix to
produce a set of encoded data blocks as the encoded data
matrix. The Reed Solomon encoding function is associated
with an error coding numberY (e.g., pillar width, number of
slices per set) and a decode threshold number X. As a specific
example, the encoding matrix includes the error coding num-
ber of Y rows and the decode threshold number of X columns.
Accordingly, the encoding matrix includes Y rows of X coef-
ficients. The set of data blocks of the data segment is arranged
into the data matrix (D1-M) having X rows of Z number of
data words (e.g., X*Z=number of data blocks). The data
matrix is matrix multiplied by the encoding matrix to produce
the encoded data matrix, which includes Y rows of Z number
of'encoded values (e.g., encoded data blocks). Each set of the
Z number of encoded values produces the complete set of
encoded data slices 410 of FIG. 13B.

FIG. 13K is a diagram illustrating an example of an encod-
ing matrix that includes 5 rows as an error coding number of
Y rows where each row includes 3 coefficients as the decode
threshold number X. the encoding matrix includes an encod-
ing function portion of the encoding matrix and a redundancy
matrix portion of the encoding matrix. As a specific example,
a first three rows of the three columns forms a square matrix
that includes a unity matrix portion when the coefficients
correspond to a unity matrix configuration (e.g., a single
coefficients value of 1 in each row and column). As such, a
remaining two rows forms the redundancy matrix portion of
the encoding matrix.

FIG. 13F is a diagram illustrating an example of encoding
a data segment to produce a complete set of encoded data
slices. In an example of operation, the memory controller 198
of FIG. 13B arranges data blocks of the data segment into a
data matrix D1-DM (e.g., into D1-D12 when the data seg-
ment includes 12 bytes and/or blocks). The memory control-
ler 198 performs an encoding function on the data matrix to
produce the set of decode threshold level encoded data slices
of FIG. 13B. The encoding function includes at least one of
matrix multiplication with the unity matrix portion of the
encoding matrix of FIG. 13E and a mathematical function
performed on the data matrix to generate a decode threshold
number of encoded data slices, where the decode threshold
number is a minimum number of encoded data slices required
to reconstruct the data segment.

As a specific example, the memory controller 198 matrix
multiplies the unity matrix portion of the encoding matrix by
the data matrix to produce a decode threshold level portion of
an encoded data matrix, where the decode threshold level
portion of the encoded data matrix includes the decode
threshold level of encoded data slices 406 of FIG. 13B. Each
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encoded data slice corresponds to a row of the data matrix
when utilizing the unity matrix portion of the encoding matrix
as the encoding matrix.

The encoding of the data segment to produce the complete
set of encoded data slices further includes a memory control-
ler 198 obtaining the data matrix that includes the data blocks
of the data segment and performing a redundancy encoding
function on the data matrix to produce the set of redundancy
error coded data slices. The redundancy encoding function
includes one or more of matrix multiplication with the redun-
dancy matrix portion of an encoding matrix of FIG. 13E and
a mathematical function performed on the data matrix to
generate a redundancy number of error coded data slices,
where the redundancy number of error coded data slices and
the set of decode threshold level encoded data slices provide
a complete set of encoded data slices 410 for the data seg-
ment, where a decode threshold number of encoded data
slices of the complete set of encoded data slices are required
to reconstruct the data segment.

As a specific example of the matrix multiplication, the
memory controller 198 matrix multiplies the redundancy
matrix portion of the encoding matrix by the data matrix to
produce a redundancy portion of the encoded data matrix,
where the redundancy portion of the encoded data matrix
includes a row for every row of the redundancy matrix portion
of the encoding matrix. Each row of the redundancy portion
of'the encoded data matrix corresponds to a redundancy error
coded data slice 408. For instance, a first row of the redun-
dancy portion ofthe encoded data matrix includes blocks C41
through C44 and a second row includes blocks C51 through
C54. In an instance of the matrix multiplication, C41=D1+
kD5+1D9 and C54=mD4+nD8+0D12.

FIG. 13G is a logic diagram of an embodiment of a method
forencoding a data segment. In particular a method for encod-
ing data within a computing core is presented for use in
conjunction with one or more functions and features
described in conjunction with FIGS. 13A-F. The method
includes step 420 where a processing module of a computing
device (e.g., of the memory controller 198 of FIG. 13A, the
processing module 194 of FIG. 13A) segments data into a
plurality of data segments.

On data segment by data segment basis, the method con-
tinues at step 422 where the processing module performs a
decode threshold level of dispersed storage error encoding on
a data segment of the plurality of data segments to produce a
set of decode threshold level encoded data slices. As a specific
example, the processing module arranges data blocks of the
data segment into a data matrix; and performs an encoding
function on the data matrix to produce the set of decode
threshold level encoded data slices. The encoding function
includes one or more of matrix multiplication with a unity
matrix portion of an encoding matrix and a mathematical
function performed on the data matrix to generate a decode
threshold number of encoded data slices, where the decode
threshold number is a minimum number of encoded data
slices required to reconstruct the data segment.

The method continues at step 424 where the processing
module caches the set of decode threshold level encoded data
slices, where, for the plurality of data segments, a plurality of
sets of decode threshold level encoded data slices are created.
As a specific example, the processing module caches the set
of decode threshold level encoded data slices in a decode
threshold level section of main memory of a computing
device.

On a set by set basis, the method continues at step 426
where the processing module performs a redundancy level of
dispersed storage error encoding based on one of the plurality
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of sets of decode threshold level encoded data slices to pro-
duce a set of redundancy error coded data slices, where a
plurality of sets of redundancy error coded data slices are
created based on the plurality of sets of decode threshold level
encoded data slices. The performing of the decode threshold
level of dispersed storage error encoding on the data segment
may be asynchronous with the performing of the redundancy
level of dispersed storage error encoding.

As a specific example of the performing of the redundancy
level of dispersed storage error encoding, the processing
module obtains a data matrix that includes data blocks of the
data segment and performs a redundancy encoding function
on the data matrix to produce the set of redundancy error
coded data slices. The redundancy encoding function
includes one or more of matrix multiplication with a redun-
dancy matrix portion of an encoding matrix and a mathemati-
cal function performed on the data matrix to generate a redun-
dancy number of error coded data slices, where the
redundancy number of error coded data slices and the set of
decode threshold level encoded data slices provide a com-
plete set of encoded data slices for the data segment. A decode
threshold number of encoded data slices of the complete set of
encoded data slices are required to reconstruct the data seg-
ment.

The method continues at step 428 where the processing
module caches the set of redundancy error coded data slices in
a redundancy section of main memory of the computing
device. The method continues at step 430 where the process-
ing module outputs at least some of the plurality of sets of
decode threshold level encoded data slices. As a specific
example, the processing module decodes the at least some of
the plurality of sets of decode threshold level encoded data
slices to produce at least some of the plurality of data seg-
ments and outputs the at least some of the plurality of data
segments to a video graphics processing module.

The method continues at step 432 where the processing
module outputs at least a corresponding some of the plurality
of sets of redundancy error coded data slices. As a specific
example, the processing module correlates the at least some
of'the plurality of sets of decode threshold level encoded data
slices with the at least a corresponding some of the plurality of
sets of redundancy error coded data slices to produce at least
some of'a plurality of complete sets of encoded data slices and
outputs the at least some of a plurality of complete sets of
encoded data slices to a set of memory devices for storage
therein.

The method described above in conjunction with one or
more of the processing module 194 of FIG. 13 A, the memory
controller 198 of FIGS. 13A and 13B can alternatively be
performed by other modules of a computing device or by
other devices. In addition, at least one non-transitory com-
puter readable storage medium that stores instructions that
can, when executed by one or more processing modules of
one or more computing devices, cause the one or more com-
puting devices to perform any or all of the method steps
described above.

FIG. 14 is a logic diagram of another embodiment of a
method for data handling where the memory controller trans-
fers data from one memory to another. The memory controller
receives a retrieve and/or store request from the processing
module 224. The memory controller determines a source
location, memory type, and format based on vault parameters
and the DSN data to physical memory lookup table 226. For
example, the source location may be addresses within one or
more types of memory including the main memory, the
NAND flash, the hard drive, the LAN DSN memory, and/or
the DSN WAN memory. The format may be raw or EC data
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slices with a set of error control parameters (e.g., error coding
algorithm, number of pillars, segment size) 228. The memory
controller retrieves the raw format file or data object when the
format is raw 230.

The memory controller retrieves the EC data slices when
the format is EC data slices 232 and decodes the EC data
slices into the raw format data object based on the format 234
and save the raw file or data object in the buffer 236. The
memory controller determines a destination location,
memory type, and format based on vault parameters and the
DSN data to physical memory lookup table 238. The location,
memory type, and format may be different than the source
location, memory type, and format to realize a different set of
resiliency and performance characteristics 240. For example,
a dormant file that is in WAN memory may be error coded and
dispersed to provide good protection. The dormant file may
be required to operate in main memory with more speed of
successive access steps. The memory controller then retrieves
the raw format file or data object when the destination file
format is raw 242 and stores it in the destination location 244.

The memory controller encodes the raw format data object
in the buffer as EC data slices when the destination format is
EC data slices 246. The memory controller disperses the EC
data slices by storing the EC data slices in the memory
devices based on the destination location and the DSN data to
physical memory lookup table 248.

FIG. 15 is a schematic block diagram of another embodi-
ment of a memory mapping including a ROM memory map,
a hard drive (HD)/flash memory map, and a main memory
map. The ROM memory map includes BIOS, power on self
test (POST) code, and a boot loader. The HD/flash memory
map includes user space and OS space. The main memory
includes OS space and user space. The memory maps indicate
a typical boot process where BIOS executable instructions
invoke transfer of the OS to the OS space in main memory.

The processing module requests a boot address in ROM
upon startup (e.g., address FFFF). The processing module
directly executes BIOS and POST instructions from the ROM
which includes testing the computing core hardware and ini-
tializing elements that may require an initialization sequence
(e.g., the video processing unit). The processing module
determines where the boot OS is located in the HD/flash
memory map based on the BIOS instructions. The processing
module then executes the boot OS instructions to load the OS
from the OS space of the HD/flash memory into the OS space
of'the main memory. Once the OS instructions are loaded, the
processing module executes them.

FIG. 16 is a schematic block diagram of another embodi-
ment of a memory mapping including a ROM memory map,
a DSN LAN/WAN memory map, a GUI function, and a main
memory map. The ROM memory map includes BIOS, power
on self test (POST) code, and an open GUI boot loader. The
DSN LAN/WAN memory map includes user space and OS
space. The main memory includes OS space and user space.
The memory maps indicate a boot process where BIOS
executable instructions are decoded from EC data slices and
executed to invoke retrieval and decoding of OS EC data
slices, which are transferred to the OS space in main memory.

The processing module requests a boot address upon star-
tup (e.g., address FFFF). The memory controller retrieves
BIOS instructions and the open GUI boot loader instructions,
both of which may be stored as EC data slices in the DSN
memory (e.g., BIOS ROM, non-core memory, hard drive,
LAN/WAN memory). The memory controller decodes the
EC data slices and stores the decoded instructions in the OS
section of main memory or in the memory controller. The
processing module executes the instructions to test the com-
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puting core, initialize the elements requiring initialization,
and the processing module may determine which user is
powering up the computing core by requesting a login via the
open GUI boot loader instructions. The processing module
may determine an OS variant based on the login and vault for
this user. The memory controller retrieves the EC data slices
for the OS variant from the OS space of the DSN memory. The
memory controller decodes the EC data slices to produce the
OS variant in raw format. The memory controller completes
the BIOS and POST instructions followed by transferring the
OS variant to the OS space within the main memory. The
memory controller fetches OS instructions for execution by
the processing module.

In an example of operation, the processing module detects
a boot-up of the computing device. The detection may be
based on a power up sequence that directs the processing
module to fetch a predetermined address (e.g., such as SFFFF
for a 16 bit address of a computing device). The processing
module addresses, via the memory controller, a distributed
basic input/output system (BIOS) memory to retrieve a plu-
rality of error coded BIOS data slices. The distributed BIOS
memory may include a plurality of memories and/or a plural-
ity of read-only memories (ROM) that function. The plurality
of memories and/or the plurality of read-only memories
(ROM) may include one or more of but not limited to a
plurality of ROM memory devices for inclusion in a comput-
ing core, a plurality of local area network (LAN) memory
devices, and/or a plurality of wide area network (WAN)
memory devices. A memory of the plurality of memories
and/or the plurality of read-only memories (ROM) may
include one or more of but not limited to a read only memory
(ROM) device, an erasable programmable read only memory
(EPROM) device, an electronically erasable programmable
read only memory (EEPROM) device, a nonvolatile random
access memory (NVRAM), a flash memory device, a com-
pact disc read only memory (CD-ROM) device, and/or a
digital video disc read only memory (DVD-ROM) device.
The plurality of memories and/or read-only memories may
operably couple to the memory controller via at least one of
an input output (10) controller and/or an input output (10)
interface.

In the example of operation, the processing module
executes a graphical user interface (GUI) function of a GUI
boot loader to receive account information. The account
information may include one or more of but not limited to a
user identifier (ID), a vault identifier (ID), a password, and/or
a password hash. The processing module determines the
addressing of the distributed BIOS memory based on the
account information. For example, the processing module
determines the address of the distributed BIOS memory
based on a table lookup for the user ID and vault ID. The
distributed BIOS memory may include one or more of but not
limited to a local memory address, a local area network
(LAN) memory address, and/or a wide area network (WAN)
memory address.

In the example of operation, the processing module recon-
structs BIOS data from the plurality of error coded BIOS data
slices using an error coding dispersal function and may store
the plurality of error coded BIOS data slices in the main
memory. The error coded dispersal function includes one or
more of but not limited to a forward error correction function,
an information dispersal algorithm (IDA), turbo coding, con-
volutional coding, trellis coding, and/or Reed-Solomon cod-
ing.

In the example of operation, the processing module boots
of'the computing device in accordance with the BIOS data by
generating and executing BIOS instructions based on the
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BIOS data. The BIOS instructions may include one or more of
but not limited to computing device initialization instruc-
tions, computing device test instructions, and/or operating
system (OS) boot-up instructions. In an instance of generat-
ing OS boot-up instructions, the processing module may
identify an OS, addresses a distributed OS memory to retrieve
a plurality of error coded OS data slices, and reconstruct an
OS data segment from the plurality of error coded OS data
slices using a second error coding dispersal function.

In another instance of generating OS boot-up instructions,
the processing module may identify the OS, address the dis-
tributed OS memory to retrieve a first plurality of error coded
OS data slices, and reconstruct a first OS data segment from
the first plurality of error coded OS data slices using the
second error coding dispersal function. In the next step of the
instance, the processing module determines whether to
retrieve a second plurality of error coded OS data slices. The
processing module addresses the distributed OS memory to
retrieve the second plurality of error coded OS data slices and
reconstructs a second OS data segment from the second plu-
rality of error coded OS data slices using the second error
coding dispersal function when the processing module deter-
mines that the second plurality of error coded OS data slices
is to be retrieved.

FIG. 17A is a schematic block diagram of an embodiment
of a basic input/output system (BIOS) that includes a BIOS
management module 500, a decoding module 502, a rebuild-
ing module 504, and a set of BIOS memories 1-5. The set of
BIOS memories includes BIOS memories, where each BIOS
memory includes at least one of a read only memory (ROM)
device, an erasable and programmable ROM (EPROM)
device, a memory section of the main memory 200 of FIG.
13A, and a random access memory (RAM) device. The set of
BIOS memories further includes any combination of the
BIOS memories, including one of a set of ROM devices, a set
of EPROM devices, at least one ROM device and at least one
EPROM device, a set of memory sections of the main
memory 200 that includes the BIOS system, at least one
memory section of the main memory 200 and at least one
ROM device, a set of RAM devices, and at least one RAM
device and at least one ROM device.

In an example of operation of the BIOS system, the decod-
ing module 502 accesses at least some of the set of BIOS
memories 1-5 to retrieve a decode threshold number of
encoded BIOS slices for each set of one or more sets of
encoded BIOS slices 1-5, where a BIOS program is dispersed
storage error encoded to produce the one or more sets of
encoded BIOS slices 1-5. Having retrieved the decode thresh-
old number of encoded BIOS slices, the decoding module 502
reconstructs the BIOS program as a selected BIOS program
508 from the decode threshold number of encoded BIOS
slices from each set of the one or more sets of encoded BIOS
slices.

Having the BIOS program, BIOS management module 500
detects a BIOS issue based on one or more of an operational
issue with one or more BIOS memories of the set of BIOS
memories (e.g., slow performance, inability to retain stored
information), a rebuild issue with one or more encoded BIOS
slices of the one or more sets of encoded BIOS slices (e.g., a
storage error), and a modification to the BIOS program (e.g.,
availability of an updated revision of the BIOS program, an
unfavorable change to the BIOS program).

Having detected the BIOS issue, the BIOS management
module 500 determines a BIOS change regarding the BIOS
issue. The BIOS change includes rebuilding an encoded
BIOS slice associated with a storage e